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Background  

Khubzah village is located in Al Quraishyah District, approx. 17-18 km north of Rada’ town in Al 

Bayda Governorate. It is one of the villages affected by recent intense conflict between Al Houthis 

and AQAP, supported by tribal militants. The conflict erupted in mid-October and lasted for more 

than a month resulting in displacement of all but one family of a mother and one child. There were 

258 families (1,800 people) living in Khubzah village before the conflict. 

Conflict intensified in Khubzah on 7 November and lasted until 14 November when the village was 

completely captured by Al Houthis. Thereafter, Al Houthis negotiated with the villagers to return to 

their homes but the villagers demanded a withdrawal of militants from their village, before they 

could return. Eventually, Al Houthis moved their militants to other locations around Khubzah. From 

3 December, some villagers started returning to their homes. 

Mission objectives  

Humanitarian presence is limited in Al Bayda, which 

complicates efforts to verify reported needs in the 

area. UNOCHA and Yemen Red Crescent Society 

(YRCS) conducted a one day follow-up visit on 20 

December to: 

 Assess the humanitarian situation with focus on 

health, nutrition, WASH, education, shelter, 

essential items and protection; 

 Assess the general impact of conflict on basic 

services (health facilities, schools, etc.); 

 Help humanitarian partners to better understand 

the security conditions in the area; 

 Strengthen contacts with local actors.  

Locations visited 

The mission had planned to visited Rada' town, 

Khubzah village, as well as Humat Sarar and Al 

Manasseh villages in Wald Rabi District, 

approximately 14-15 km west of Rada' town. Security 

concerns prevented the team from visiting Humat 

Sarar and Al Manasseh. There were an estimated 

400 families, (2,800 people) living in Humat Sarar and approximately 500 families (3,500 people) in 

Al Manasseh, before the conflict intensified in the area. 
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Displacement 

Displacement figures:  

 225 out of 257 displaced families have returned to their homes in Khubzah.  

 All families that were displaced into caves from Khubzah have returned. Only people affiliated 

with the conflict parties or whose houses were totally or partially damaged are still living in 

neighbouring villages in Al Quraishyah and Al Arsh Districts (see table below). 

 32 families did not show during the recent distribution of assistance by Yemen Red Crescent 

Society (29 November-7 December). 

 186 families from Al Manasseh which were displaced earlier to caves are still in the mountains 

and have started improving their cave-shelters, according to information from contacts and the 

IDPs. Staying in caves, they claim, is much safer for them than returning to their homes. 

Reported IDP destinations: 

Source District (Destination) Village or site (Destination) 

Khubzah Al Quraishyah  Al Qaher, Al Zawb, Al Matar 

Khubzah Al A’rsh Al Khadhrah  

Humat Sarar Mayfa’at Ans –Dhamar Halimah 

Humat Sarar Wald Rabea Sailat Al Jarah 

 Most families that fled conflict in Humat Sarar were displaced to neighbouring areas and nearby 

caves, mainly in Sailat Al Jarah (Wald Rabi District) approx. 6-7 km northwest of Humat Sarar 

and Halimah village in Ans district, Dhamar Governorate, approx. 8-9 km west of Humat Sarar.  

Reported returns:  

 Displaced families in previously assessed areas have significantly returned to their homes.  

 85% of displaced families in Khubzah have returned to their homes. 

Food Security 

Findings: 

 Significant food needs exist in Khubzah. 

 

Response:  

 A one-time distribution of emergency food aid to 180 households was undertaken through the 

YRCS. 45 families were not registered and did not receive assistance during that distribution. 

  



| 24 December 2014 | 3 
 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
Coordination Saves Lives | www.unocha.org 

Recommendations: 

 Continue provision of assistance to families in Khubzah, including the 45 unregistered families. 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

Findings: 

 A water project was set up in 1981 and worked for eight years, then stopped due to lack of 

maintenance.  

 Ground water tanks for each (2-3 houses) used to be filled using water trucks cost (5000 – 

7000YR). Now, the villagers cannot afford the water trucking charges and are mainly depending 

on water collected from a nearby well.  

Response: 

 Partners have provided hygiene kits, water filters and jerry cans to 536 households from 

Khubzah who returned, but not the 45 unregistered families. 

 Some families cannot return especially those whose houses are damaged and others who are 

displaced in other villages around Khubzah, including those who participated in the conflict. 

Recommendations: 

 Assess requirements to rehabilitate the water network with the General Authority for Rural 

Water Supply Projects. 

Shelter and Non-Food Items (NFIs) 

Findings: 

 20 houses are significantly damaged, another 25 partially damaged. 

 Some families whose houses were partially damaged have returned but found it hard to cope 

with low winter temperatures. They now live with families in neighbouring villages. 

 IDPs from Humat Sarar (50 households) returned to their homes except those whose houses 

were significantly damaged (nine) and others suspected to have relations with AQAP. 

Response: 

 Advocate with the Government and private sector to assist affected households to rehabilitate 

their homes. Provide temporary shelter for families whose houses are totally damaged. 

Recommendations: 

 Emergency shelter materials are needed for some IDP families, including plastic sheeting.  

Health  

Findings: 

 Health care services used to be provided through a temporary unit located in the house of a 

local midwife. The unit has two midwives and one male healthcare worker who is trained to 

manage the unit and provide help for minor medical cases. 

 The equipment in the unit was looted and/or destroyed during the conflict.   
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 Major medical cases have to be taken to hospitals in Rada town’, Dhamar Governorate or 

Sana’a City, depending on levels of medical criticality. 

 A private medical clinic (Al Zwbah clinic) exists in Al Zwab village, approximately 8 - 9 km south 

of Khubzah, but charges for services are sometimes unaffordable. 

 Local people in Khubzah reported that the village was not covered in recent measles 

vaccination campaigns. However, no cases of measles have been yet identified in the area. 

 

Response: 

 UNOCHA met on 23 December with the head of the Health Cluster to plan a needs assessment 

in Rada’ soon. 

Recommendations: 

 Re-equip the temporary healthcare unit to provide basic health services in the area. 

Protection 

Findings: 

 Many people in conflict areas, especially children, are psychologically affected.  

 The team observed children operating checkpoints and riding in armed vehicles throughout 

affected areas. The team also observed that many adult male villagers carry guns.  

 Displaced children living in caves reportedly limit their movements after sunset to avoid 

harassment or abuse.  

 Armed men who had occupied some school have left. 

Recommendations: 

 Psychosocial support for affected people in areas of conflict is especially for children affected by 

conflict and latest brutal explosion on 16 December in Rada’ District. 

 Continue monitoring/assessing cases and any further violations. 

 Prioritize delivery of material assistance to IDP families (food, NFIs, WASH supplies).  

Education 

Findings: 

 Armed men who had occupied Al-Khaleel school in Khubzah, which caters for approximately 

200 students, have left the school but it is still closed.  

 Schools in Rada’ District were temporarily closed after the 16 December blast, until 21 

December. 

 The number of students who returned to school on 21 December was fewer than usual. Most 

students attended classes on 21 December accompanied by their parents. 

Response: 

 210 school children (88 girls and 122 boys) in grades 1-6 school in Al-Khaleel and five teachers 

were moved, as reported by UNICEF, because of security concerns and now attend nearby 

schools (Al-Wehdah, Jamal Al-Deen Al-Afghani, Ebn Seena`a and Al-Motanbby). In addition, 

UNICEF has distributed school bags and learning materials to schools in Al Quraishyah based 

on enrolment databases compiled by governorate and district focal persons. 
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Recommendations: 

 Advocate with the education office in Al Bayda to provide schools with teachers. 

 Assess damage to schools, and work with local education authorities to repair damage.  

 

 Livelihoods  
 

Findings 

 Most villagers in Khubzah lost their livelihoods as they mainly depend on cultivation of Qat and 

grazing of livestock. Some shops were looted.  

 

Recommendations: 

 Support alternatives for the villagers to cope with the situation after return. 

 

Operating Environment 

Findings: 

 Security remains tense. The team encountered 22 checkpoints between Dhamar, Rada’ and 

Khubzah - 19 operated by Al Houthis and three by the military. People operating checkpoints 

were not hostile. There is an evening curfew from 18.00 hrs. 

 Areas between Al Manasseh and Rada’ are under Al Houthi control. AQAP has reportedly 

withdrawn towards Marib Governorate, but the threat of new clashes in Al Bayda remains.  

 Access to affected areas requires coordination with Al Houthi leaders.  

 Al Houthis advised the team against travelling to Humat Sarar due to continuing insecurity. 

 People/locals live in fear that there could be explosions at any time. 

Recommendations: 

 Missions to the area should coordinate with de facto authorities (Al Houthis), local leaders and 

Sheikhs in order to facilitate safe access. Missions involving UN personnel should be MOSS-

compliant and should not include international staff.  

 Humanitarian partners providing assistance should ensure equitable aid distribution – including 

hosting communities – to avoid antagonizing local people.  

 Partners should avoid delivering assistance with branding that may create suspicions, such as 

donor-specific marking.  

 

Contacts 

Organizations interested in supporting the response in Al Bayda Governorate are requested to 
contact the Government IDP Executive Unit: 

Mr. Mohamed Harmal 
733218300 
 
Mr. Wail Hashem, OCHA Yemen 
712222816 


